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(54) IMAGE CIPHERING METHOD AND CIPHERING PROGRAM AND 
STORING CIPHERED IMAGE FILE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image 
ciphering method and ciphering program by which sketch 
information can be taken out from ciphered image 
information even without changing the existing method, 
device and procedure of image analysis, display, printing 
and sketch preparation at all. 

SOLUTION: This method is provided with a first process 
S1 1 of inputting images by reading an image file 
indicating image information, a second process S12 of 
performing the optimum small section division of the 
images from the number of pixels of the image 
information and a specified parameter and generating 
accompanying information for the small section division, 
a third process S13 of replacing the pixels within the 
small section and performing ciphering for each small 
section by a prescribed ciphering procedure decided by 
a specified cipher key and fourth processes S14 and S15 
of writing the ciphered image as a ciphered image file 
indicating the image information. 
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